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Almighty and everlasting God, 
nothing that thou hast made, and dos 
sins of all them that are penitent ; crec 
in us new and contrite hearts, that 
lamenting our sins, and acknowledging^ 
edness, may obtain of thee, the God < 
perfect remission and forgiveness, t) 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE Commination Service of the Church oi 
England, which is directed to be used on the 
first day of Lent, commonly called Ash- Wednesday, 
is a service of a peculiarly awful nature. It has 
been objected to as uncharitable. But this objec- 
tion, as we shall presently see is founded in ignorance 
of its character, and misconstruction of its object. 

The preface to this service informs us, that ** in 
the primitive church there was a godly discipline, 
that at the beginning of Lent, such persons as stood 
convicted of notorious sins, were put to open pe>- 
nance, and punished in this world, that their souls 
might be saved in the day of the Lord : and that 
others, admonished by their example, might be the 
more afraid to offend." The name of Ash- Wednes- 
day, which distinguishes the first day of Lent, arose 
out of this ancient discipline. On the first day of 
Lent the penitents were required to present them- 
selves, clothed with sackcloth before the Bishop, 
who with his clergy repeated the seven penitential 
psalms. Ashes were theii sprinkled on the heads 
of the penitents, and they were ejected from the 
church, to which they were not re-admitted till the 
Thursday before Easter. The Church of England, 
not without reason, laments the want of discipline 
in her community. More was intended to be done 
at the Reformation of the English Church, than could 
in. consequence of the interruptions which the Re- 
formation met with, be carried mVc^ ^^(&^\.« '\>QL<st^ 
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is little hope to be entertained, in the present state 
of society, that the primitive discipline of the 
church will be restored, whereby open sinners might 
be removed from among the faithful. And, indeed, 
such is the state of things now existing in the 
church, that excommunication, or exclusion from 
the Lord's Supper, which was the severest punish* 
ment among the primitive professors of Christianity, 
would be no punishment at all among the generality 
of those who. bear the Christian name, since th<sy 
Voluntarily exclude themselves from this blessed 
ordinance, and have no desire to partake of it. 

Under these circumstances the Church of Eng- 
land has introduced a service, which is called A 
COMMI NATION, or Denouncing of God's anger 
and judgment against sinners, with certain prayers 
to be used on the first day of Lent, and at other 
times, as the Ordinary shall direct. 

This yearly service of our church is founded on 
an ordinance of the Jewish church, of which an ac- 
count is given in, the 27th chapter of the Book of 
Deuteronomy, Indeed there were two branches 
of that ordinance, one to assist the memory, and the 
other to affect the heart. An altar was to' be built 
of twelve stones, taken from the bed of the river 
Jordan, when the Israelites passed miraculously 
through it. The stones of the altar were to be co- 
vered with plaster, and thereon was to be written 
the holy law of God. This was to shew that all ac- 
ceptable obedienfce must flow from gratitude to God 
for mercies received at his hands. The miraculous 
passage through Jordan was directed to be recorded 
by an altar for sacrifice, and that altar was to bear 
on its sides the rule of obedience. Thus obligation 
and duty were united in the same Divine Ordinance. 
The Israelites were reminded of the goodness of 
God, and that goodness was to lead them to repent- 
ance and obedience, while the altar, thus built. 
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taught them the necessity of atonement for sin. 
This branch of the ordinance our church has imitated 
by placing tables on which the ten commandments 
are written, over or near the Communion table, 
where the sacrifice of the death of Christ is com- 
memorated by the Lord*s Supper, and where 
Christians arc continually reminded of the inesti^ 
mable benefit of redemption by their Saviour's 
precious blood. But, in order that the heart might 
be the more deeply affected with a sense of sin, as ag- 
gravated by a remembrance of Divine mercy, it was 
further enjoined, that the sentences of God's cursing 
against impenitent sinners should be solemnly pro- 
nounced in the hearing of all Israel. There were 
two mountains on the further side of the river 
Jordan, called Ebal and Gerizim. On these the 
tribes of I srael were ordered to be drawn up, six tribes 
on the one mountain, and six on the other. The 
Levites, the ministers of religion, were then directed 
to pronounce aloud the blessings and curses of the 
Divine LaW, and the people were to answer to each 
of them,'*AMEN." The fulfilment of this command 
is recorded Josh. viii. 30, &c. This solemn trans- 
action must have been very impressive and afiV^cting, 
and seems to have been productive of a lastiiig 
efl^ect ; for we read Josh. xxiv. 31. that •• Israel 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which 
had known all the works of the Lord that he had done 
for Israel." On this ordinance in the history of Israel 
a few remarks may prove instructive and useful. 

It; should be remembered that there is a difi^erence 
between the Mosaic dispensation and the Christian ; 
though, under both, there hath been but one way 
of salvation to the fallen children of Adam. The 
difference is this, that the Gospel was more obscurely 
revealed under the former dispensation, than it now 
is under the latter. In the solemn It^x^^^sAk^x^.^^^^^!^ 
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has been described, the Curses are recorded and 
not the Blessings; whereas in the corresponding 
transaction on the mount of Olives, from thence 
called the mount of the Beatitudes, the Blessings 
only are specified. The silence of Scripture is often 
mystical and significant. The " Law had only a 
shadow of good things to come ;'* the realities, of 
which the law of Moses furnished the shadow, or 
** Grace and Truth, came by Jesus Christ." — Heb. 
V. 1. — John i. 17. 

The Levites were appointed to pronounce the 
Curses as well as the Blessings. The Ministers of 
Religion must denounce '* the terrors of the Lord" 
against the impenitent, as well as declare his mercy 
to the penitent believer. It is an act of unfaith- 
fulness in an ambassador from God to withhold either 
the one or the other. In publishing and calling 
attention to the curse of the Law, the *' wrath of 
God" as "revealed against all unrighteousness and 
ungodliness of men," they act a part that is affec- 
tionate and charitable, however their intentions and 
feelings may be misunderstood and misrepresented. 

This Divine ordinance in the history of Israel 
illustrates two appointments of our own church. 

It illustrates the reason why the ten Command- 
ments are appointed to be read at the opening of 
our Communion service, and the short prayer which 
is provided for the use of all her members after 
each commandment. That prayer, as we shall pre- 
. sently see, answers to the word Amen, required to 
be said by all the Israelites after every curse denoun- 
ced by the Levites on mount Ebal. It is a paraphrase 
on that word. The object for which the command- 
ments are read at the commencement of the com- 
munion service, is evidently this; It **is required of 
them who come to the Lord's supper" — ** To examine 
themselves, whether they repent them truly of their 
former sins, fi/ead/astly purposing to lead «Lii^^ lvfe\" 
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— whether they ** have a lively faith in 6od*s mercy 
through Christ, with a thankful remembrance of 
his death/' and whether they " be in charity with 
all men." Now the ten commandments, the law 
of God, are the rule by which this self-examination 
must be conducted. '* By the law is the knowledge 
of sin;" and the knowledge of our own sinfulness is 
indispensably pre-requisite to the exercise of faitli 
in Christ, and to " a thankful remembrance of his 
death," as the only atonement for sin, and the only 
ground of hope that we shall be saved from it. 
Indeed, repentance, which always accompanies 
faith, is immediately connected with that knowledge 
of the sinfulness of our own hearts and lives, which 
the law, understood in its spiritual meaning, must 
always produce. 

The other appointment in our own church, to 
which an allusion has been made as illustrated by 
the awful ceremony on Mount Ebal, is the Commi- 
nation Service on Ash -Wednesday. Both the 
reading of the Ten Commandments at the opening 
of the Communion Service, in preparation for par- 
taking of the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Christ, and the Commination Service at the begin- 
ning of Lent, are wise, affecting, and impressive, 
appointments. They are designed and suited to 
awaken the careless to consideration ; to undeceive 
the mere formalist in religion ; to deepen repentance 
in those who have become penitent believers in 
Christ, and to produce compunction in the impeni- 
tent; to excite the faith of the true Christian to 
more lively exercise ; to increase his love and grati- 
tude to the Redeemer of his soul ; and, lastly, to 
confirm him in the path of holy obedience in which 
he is desirous of walking all the days of his life. 

Objections have been raised against the Commi- 
nation Service of our Church. It has been said, 
that those who attend the ftetN\Q^ cA feks^^^ ^^;:^^^^»!\ 
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'* go to church to curse their neighbours." The 
remark is the effect of ignorance, and proves in hint 
vho makes it a sad want of self-knowledge, and 
idso of an acquaintance both with the Law and the 
Gospel. It is the sole prerogative of God to pro- 
nounce and inflict the curse of his own law, as well 
as to forgive sins committed against it. It is the 
office of his ministers to declare in his name, and 
by his authority, the awful consequences of sin, and 
the curses denounced in his law. It is the duty of 
eyery one, who hears the denunciation to assent to 
ito equity. Did those who cavil duly consider the 
subject, they would find that it is a declaration of 
God's displeasure against themselves as sinners, to 
which they assent when they say, Ambn. There 
b one of the declarations in Deut. xxvii., which 
oharges every individual with guilt, ''and con- 
cludes all under sin." It is the last of those 
denunciations — *' Cursed be he that confirmeth not 
all these words of this law to do them,"—- which SU 
Paul has quoted and expounded, Gal. iii. 10 ; — 
'^Cursed is every one that continueth not m aU 
things that are written in the book of the Law to 
do them." That man must be deplorably ignorant 
of the nature of the law of God, as reaching te 
every thought and intent of the heart, as well as ta 
every act of the life, who can suppose that he has 
^' continued,*' through the whole course of his life, 
** in all things which are written in the book of the 
law,'' so as to have yielded all unsinning obedience 
to it. Indeed the response required to be u^d 
after every commandment proves, that the church 
considers every member of her community to have 
transgressed every commandment in thought, word, 
or deed ; for how else shall we account for her di- 
recting even her communicants, those whom she 
considers fit to be admitted to her most sacred 
ordinance, to say, ** Lord, have mercy upon ii«, and 
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incline our hearts to keep this law." The disincK" 
nation of the heart to every branch of the law of 
God is here supposed ; and that disinclination is 
itself the essence of all sin. • 

But let us inquire more particularly iifto the pro- 
priety of the Rubric H'hich requires that "the 
people/' that is, every one who joins in the worship 
(which all who call themselves churchmen are 
supposed to do) *' shall say Amen," after each 
denunciation of the wrath of God, as was i*equired 
to be done by the Israelites on Mount Ebal. 

The word "Amen" does not nect^ssarily imply 
a wish or imprecation, it often merely affirms some 
fact. — " It is so" — •• It is just that it should be so.** 
Were an assembly of true Christians, persons who 
feel it to be their duty to love their neighbours as 
themselves, to hear sentence pronounced on a 
criminal in a court of judicature, they might with- 
out any breach of charity say Amen to that sen- 
tence. It would only declare the justice of the 
conviction and punishment of the offender : were 
a penitent ciiminal, after being found guilty of a 
capital criibe, to hear the sentence of death pro- 
nounced on himself, it would be his duty, the 
evidence of a penitent state of heart, to say 
"Amen ; the sentence passed on me is just.'' 

The duty then, here enjoined, of saying Ameu 
after every denunciation of the curse of God, as 
incurred by transgression of the Divine law, is a 
profession of faith in the certainty of all God's 
denunciations against impenitent sinners. We 
thereby avow our firm persuasion that he whom 
God pronounceth cursed, is cursed. This the un- 
godly do not believe, or they would not continue in 
impenitence and unbelief, without fear of the con« 
sequences. But the true churchman mixes faith ' 
with all the threatenings of the Divine law, as well 
as with the promises of the Go^^^V^ «\A\&^^v».^^ 
that they will all be accom^W&Vi^d.* 
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The duty is, moreover, an assent to the equity 
of the curse denounced. It expresses a conviction 
that the Judge of all the earih is justified in his 
lawful denunciations of wrath. "The law is holy, 
and just, afd good." Rom. vii. 12. No one can, 
however, join cordially in this assent who does not 
comprehend the reason why the curses were inscribed 
on the altar of sacrifice. It is the cross of Christ 
alone that reconciles the conscious sinner to the 
law of God, and enables him to say that ** It is 
holy, just, and good." 

The word Amen therefore, as used in the Com- 
mination Service, is intended to include a penitent 
confession of sin. The word expresses what we 
subjoin to the commandments in the Communion 
Service — ''Lord have mercy upon us." It implies 
what we admit in the general confession of that 
service. Indeed, that confession may be considered 
as a paraphrase of its meaning — " Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 
things. Judge of all men ; We acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold siiis and wickedness which we 
from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, ao^ainst thy Divine 
M.£L}esiyt provoking most justly thy wrath and in- 
dignation against us. We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us; the bur- 
den of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all 
that is past, and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, to the 
honour and glory of thy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen." There is a beautiful uniformity 
in all the services of our church, which all suppose 
man to be a lost sinner, who has no other hope of 
pardon and salvation besides that which is to be 
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derived from Dkitie mercy through the mediation 
of Jesus Christ his Saviour. In the Comminalion 
Service, and in all other parts of the Liturgy, the 
language of the publican, and not that of the., 
pfaarisee, is the language which the Church has pre- 
pared for the lips of her worshippers. Whether 
the heart unite irf it, is a question that must be 
decided by the consciences of individuals in the 
sight of God. 

The use of the word Amen, in our Commination 
Service, may also be considered as an appeal from 
the curse of the law to Him who '' was made a 
curse for us." — Gal. iii. 13. It is a declaration that 
by the works of the law can no man living be jus- 
tified. — The use of it is an act of faith in the atoning 
Saviour of the world; — ** O Lord, Holy and True, 
thy law denounces its curse upon me as a trans- 
gressor, and I acknowledge the justice of the sen- 
tence. My natural and acquired guil^ exposes me 
to the danger of eternal death. But blessed be thy 
name: Thou * hast made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him.'" 

Lastly — The Amen implies a solemn resolution 
of leadiutj^ a new life — Repentance is a forsaking 
of sin. Thereby, while we assent to the law, that 
it ** is holy, just, and good," we add to the cry for 
mercy, ** Incline our hearts to keep this law" — 
" Write all these laws on our hearts, we beseech 
thee." The hope of forgiveness, unless it be accom- 
panied with a desire after holiness, is delusive and 
vain. 

A remark or two naturally arise from what has 
been said: — 

Every real Christian, that is, every true believer, 
assents to the law that it is good. It has his un- 
qualified approbation, both as to its precepts and 
its sanctions. 
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He consents to, or approves of, the precept, 
^whatever it may enjoin or prohibit. He consents 
to the precept in all its spirituality of import, as 
requiring' uninterrupted and supreme love to God, 
with all the heart, and mind, and soul, and strength; 
and as condemning every failure in thought, word, 
or deed. He does not think it hard, nor wish the 
standard of duty lowered. His falling short of that 
standard, and not the standard itself, is the object 
of bis regret. " I abhor my self, and repent in 
dust and ashes." 

He approves of the penal sanction of the law, 
that is, of the punishment threatened against trans- 
gressors, while it declares that •* Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things that are written 
in the book of the law to do them." ** The wages 
of sin is death." He does not arraign the justice 
of God, nor call his goodness in question. He 
does not wish the strictness of the law to be removed 
or altered. He perceives the claims of the Creator 
and the obligations of the creature, to be such, that 
the offender is worthy of the threatened penalty. 
He does not therefore labour to explain away the 
awful denunciations of Scripture, but admits them 
in their full force of interpretation. 

It may further be remarked, that none but a 
believer in Jesus can consent unto the law that it is 
good. Till Divine mercy be revealed to, and ex- 
perienced by the soul, the heart will revolt against 
both the precept and the penalty of the law : — 
against the precept^ as requiring too much, and 
against the penalty, as exceeding the desert of the 
offence. The evil of sin must be learned from the 
sufferings of the Saviour in atoning for it, — the law- 
giver must be seen on the mercy seat, — the judge 
upon the cross, — before His characte/ or acts can be 
considered us amiable, and cordial acquiescence in 
them be produced. Every man who is not a true 
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believer, objects in his heart to the law, — he is 
against it; — he makes it void, and condemns it. 
He dissents from the law as well as from the Gospel 
of the ever blessed God. 

The cordial use of the Amen after the denuncia- 
tions of Divine displeasure against sin and the 
sinner, and the application of the denunciation to 
ourselves as transgressors, may be considered as a 
test of true repentance aud of unfeigned faith. Do 
I consent to the law that it is ** holy, just, and 

Sood?" Can I join the congregation of penitent 
elievers in their Amen to its curses ? When the 
Apostle says, Rom. vii. 16. " I consent to the law 
that is is good," he appeals to the state of his heart, 
in proof of his being interested in the great redemp- 
tion, and in the hope of the Gospel of his Saviour. 
Let us examine ourselves by this test, and let us 
pray for an increase of light and grace, that our 
consent may become daily more decisive and cordial. 
With this view let us meditate often and seriously 
on the awakening exhortation of our Church in her 
Commination Service, and often and earnestly use 
the prayers that follow it. 

** Now seeing that all they are accursed (as the 
prophet David beareth witness) who do err and go 
astray from the comn^andments of God, let us (re- 
membering the dreadful judgments hanging over 
our heads, and always ready to fall upon us) return 
unto our Lord God with all contrition and meekness 
of heart, bewailing and lamenting our sinful life, 
acknowledging and confessing onr offences, and 
seeking to bring forth fruits worthy of penance (or 
repentance). For now is the axe put unto the root 
of the tree, so that every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is he^rn down and cast into the fire. 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. He shall pour down rain upon the 
sinners, snares, fire and brimstone, storm and tem* 
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pest, this shall be their portion to drink. For lo, 
the Lord is come out of his place to visit the 
wickedness of such as dwell upon the earth. But 
who may abide the day of his coming? Who shall 
be able to endure when he appeareth ? His fan 
is in his hand, and he will purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the barn, but he will burn the 
chaff with nnquenchahic fire. The day of the Lord 
cometh as a thief in the night: and when men shall 
say Peace, and all things are safe, then shall sudden 
destruction come upon them, as sorrow cometh on 
a woman travailing with child, and they shall not 
escape. Then shall appear the wrath of God in 
the day of vengeance, which obstinalte sinners, 
through the stubbornness of their heart, have heaped 
unto themselves, which despised the goodness, pa- 
tience, and long-sufferance of God, when he called 
them continually to repentance. Then shall they 
call upon me, (saith the Lord) but I will not hear; 
they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me; 
and that because they hated knowledge, and received 
not the fear of the Lord, but abhorred my counsel, 
and despised my correction. Then shall it be too 
late to knock, when the door shall be shut; and too 
late to cry for mercy, when it is the time of justice. 
O terrible voice of most just judgment, which shall 
be pronounced upon them, when it shall be said 
unto them. Go, ye cursed, into the fire everlasting, 
which is prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Therefore, brethren, take we heed betime, while 
the day of salvation lasteth; for the night cometh 
when none can work : but let us, while we have 
the light, believe in the light, that we be not cast 
into outer darkness, where is weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Let us not abuse the goodness of God^ 
who calleth us mercifully to amendment, and of his 
endless pity'promiseth us forgiveness of that which 
is past, if with a perfect and true heart we return 
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unto him. For thoagh our sins be as red as scarlet 
they shall be made white as snow: and though they 
be like purple, yet they shall be made white as wool. 
Turn ye (saith the Lord) from all your' wickedness, 
and your sins shall not be your destruction. Cast 
away from you all your ungodliness that ye have 
done, make you new hearts and a new spirit: 
wherefore will ye die, O ye house of Israel, seeing 
that I have no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God ? Turn ye then, and ye 
shall live. Although we haV6 sinned, yet have we 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous, and he is the propitiation for our sins. For 
he was wounded for our offences, and smitten for 
our wickedness. Let us therefore return unto him, 
who is the merciful receiver of all true penitent 
sinners; assuring ourselves, that he is ready to 
receive us, and most willing to pardon us, if we 
come unto him with faithful repentance ; if we sub- 
mit ourselves unto him, and from henceforth walk 
in bis ways; if we will take his easy yoke, and light 
burden upon us, to follow him in lowliness, patience, 
and charity, and be ordered by the governance of 
his Holy Spirit; seeking always his glory, and serv- 
ing him duly in our vocation with thanksgiving. 
This if we do, Christ will deliver us from the curse 
of the law, and from the extreme malediction which 
shall light upon them that shall be set on the left 
hand; and he will set us on his right hand, and give 
us the gracious benediction of his Father, com- 
manding us to take possession of his glorious king- 
dom : unto which he vouchsafes to bring us all, for 
his infinite mercy. Amen. 
** Let us pray, 

•* O Lord, we beseech thee, mercifully hear our 
prayers, and spare all those who confess their sins 
unto thee; that they whose consciences by sin are 
accused, by thy merciful pardon may be absolved, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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** O most mighty God, and merciful Fat 
hast compassion upon all men, and hatesi 
that thou hast made, \vho wouldest not the 
a sinner, but that he should rather turn 
sin and be saved ; mercifully forgive us 
passes; receive and comfort us, who are 
and wearied with the burden of our sii 
property is always to have mercy ; to the 
appertaineth to forgive sins. Spare us ti 
Good Lord, spare thy people whom thou 
deemed: enter not into judgment with thy 
who are vile earth, and miserable sinners 
torn thine anger from us, who meekly ackr 
our vileness, and truly repent us of our fa 
so make haste to help us in this world, thai 
ever live with thee in the world to come, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

''Turn thou us, O Good Lord, and so 
be turned. Be favourable O Lord, be fa 
to the people, who turn to thee in weeping 
and praying. For thou art a Merciful Go 
•ompassion, long-suffering, and of great pit 
sparest when we deserve punishment, am 
irrath thinkest upon mercy. Spare thy 
Good Lord, spare them, and let not thine 
be brought to confusion. Hear us, O Lore 
mercy is great, and after the multitude of 
•ies look upon us, through the merits and n 
of thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

"The Lord bless us, and keep us; the 
up the light of his countenance upon us, 
us peace, now and for evermore. Amen. 



FINIS. 



J. Chilcott, Printer, 30, Wint Street, BrUtol. 
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